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First steps
Students studying HND, Foundation Degree and Degree courses are usually able to apply for a package consisting of tuition fee loan, maintenance loan, and maintenance grant. 
Am I eligible?

In order to be eligible a student must be studying a course of Higher Education. Your college will tell you if this is the case. In addition, students must also satisfy residence and immigration status criteria. This can be complex and students who are unsure of their eligibility are advised to seek advice, in the first instance, through their college or the university.
Where and when do I apply?

Applications are usually made during the summer preceding entry onto the course. It is important to note that an application must be made for each year of the course. Your Local Authority (LA) or Student Finance Direct will provide application forms on request. On line applications can also be made. If you did not apply during the summer you can still apply during the academic year, but bear in mind that applications typically take six to eight weeks to process. Contact www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance for further details.
What will I get?

Entitlements will depend on household income. This is typically the income of your parents.  Full time Students over 25 or those who have been independent of their parents for three years will be assessed independently. From 2009, students from households with an income of less than £25,000 per year qualify for a full maintenance grant of £2906. This is to help towards the cost of living. Students from households with an income of between £25,000 and £50,000 will qualify for a partial grant. In addition students can apply for a maintenance loan. The amount is also based on your household income, and whether or not you live at home. Finally, all eligible students are entitled to apply for a tuition fee loan. In 2009/10 this will be up to a maximum of £3225. You will need to check how much your fees are with your college.
Certain groups of students will be able to apply for supplementary grants. For student parents there are the Parent Learning Allowance (PLA) and the Child Care Grant. Students with disabilities might be entitled to a Disabled Student Allowance (DSA).

Remember, all grants are non – repayable. Loans on the other hand, will need to be repaid once you have completed your studies. 
When and how will I repay my loans?

At present, students will start to repay loans once they have finished their courses and are earning more than £15,000 per year. Repayments will be 9% of anything earned above this amount and will normally be deducted through the tax system.

Can I claim anything else?

Students with children might be entitled to Tax Credits, even if they are not working. In addition, students with disabilities and/or children might be able to claim Housing Benefit if living in rented accommodation.

I am studying part-time. What can I get?
Part time students can apply for grants towards the cost of tuition fees and to help cover the cost of books and travel (£260). The amount of grant is dependent on household income. Students entitled to a grant for tuition fees might be entitled to apply to the Additional Fee Support Scheme (AFSS) in the event that the maximum fee grant from the Local Authority does not cover the cost of fees being charged by the University/College. For further details of this scheme please contact the Financial Support Office at Middlesex University or see www.mdx.ac.uk/24-7
Part time students might also be able to claim state benefits, depending on circumstances.

New students wishing to make applications for part time support should contact  www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance .

Can I apply for extra help through the university? 

The university administers the Access to Learning Fund (ALF) which seeks to support students whilst they are studying, particularly those in vulnerable groups, such as student parents, care leavers, disabled students, final year students, etc. In order to apply you must be in receipt of the maximum entitlement of SLC maintenance loan. Application for the ALF should be available at your college. Alternatively contact the Financial Support Office at Middlesex University, or see www.mdx.ac.uk/24-7
I have applied for funding but it has not come through in time. Can you help?

Middlesex University offers Bridging Loans in such situations, at our discretion. Please speak to your Student Adviser or contact us – 020 8411 6286   alf@mdx.ac.uk
USEFUL CONTACTS AND INFORMATION SOURCES

Student Finance England
www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance
This site provides detailed guidance for applicants, along with all the forms and guides. Applications can also be made on line through this site. Contact details for all Local Authorities can also be found here.
Direct Gov


www.direct.gov.uk  for all matter relating to benefits and entitlements.
Middlesex University
www.mdx.ac.uk
The 24/7 student portal of our website includes a section devoted to financial advice and welfare. This can be found at 

www.mdx.ac.uk/24-7/supportAdvice.htm 
On this site you will find guidance note (Rough Cuts) providing information on all aspects of funding entitlements and eligibility, as well a application forms for the Access to Learning Fund and the Additional Fee Support Scheme.

Your College
Most institutions have a member of staff available to advise students on finances. Your contact is:
	








