Course Description

FOUNDATION DEGREE 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE in ART & DESIGN

(FINE ART, ILLUSTRATION, COMMUNICATION DESIGN)

Levels 4 and 5
Who is the course for? Adult students (19+) who have completed an Access or Foundation Course in Art and Design or have equivalent qualifications or experience and wish to continue their studies toward employment in the Creative Industries.

What will Students learn? The skills and knowledge of a professional practitioner working in one of three disciplines: Fine Art, Illustration, or Communication Design. The programme will provide students with practical skills in the application of digital and conventional media, project development skills, and knowledge of the historical and business context of their discipline. Students will also have the opportunity to experience work placement in their chosen specialist area. The Foundation Degree Programme provides an ideal preparation for a career in the Creative Industries. 

What previous knowledge/experience/skills are required? Applicants for this programme should have completed an Access course (e.g., WMC’s Access to Art and Design), or an Art and Design Foundation Course, or have equivalent qualifications and experience.
What level is the course? It is a two-year course of Higher Education at Levels 4 and 5.

Is it possible to study part time? Yes, we run a four-year part time option of the course.

How many days of study are required per week? The course runs for two semesters of 12 weeks, each academic year. If you choose to study full time, you will be expected to study a minimum of 5 days per week. 1 of these days may consist of independent study. If you choose to study part time, you will be expected to study a minimum of 2.5 days per week. 0.5 of these days may consist of independent study. In between semesters students will expected to engage in independent research and study in order to complete course work.
What extra study/practice are students expected to do outside the class? At this level of study, students are expected to work independently. Most of the research and work for projects and essays will take place outside classes.
What will the course cover and what can students expect to do by the end of it? This FdA programme offers a solid foundation in Professional Practice in one of three possible pathways: Fine Art, Illustration or Communication Design. It will be an excellent preparation for employment in the Creative Industries or for progression to the final year of an Honours Degree course in a related field at Middlesex University (who are validating the course) or at another university.

What teaching and learning methods will be used on the course? Much of this programme is centered around practical, professionally orientated project work. However a continuous element of non practical and theoretical studies runs alongside the practical work. In the first year of the programme, this focuses on historical, cultural, and theoretical issues. In the second part of the course, students learn about the business context of professional practice in terms of practical knowledge of business models, marketing strategies, financial planning and forecasting, funding opportunities, setting up in business, etc.

How we will assess students’ progress on the course? The assessment structure is fundamentally the same as on any Degree programme in Art and Design. Assessment will involve critiques, presentations, and formal marking of portfolios of practical work and essays.
What type of qualification will passing this course give students? It will give you a Foundation Degree. This is not an Honours Degree but is rapidly being recognised as a more practical and employment-oriented alternative to the traditional Honours Degree route. Of course you can top it up to achieve Honours Degree status with an extra year’s study at Middlesex University.

What can students do after completing this course?  Seek employment in the Creative Industries - or top it up with a year’s study at Middlesex University and get an Honours Degree.

How do students apply? Applications for full time study must be submitted online via UCAS-Universities and Colleges Admissions Service at www.ucas.com, using the UCAS institution code M80, with code name MIDDX and the UCAS course code WW12 (for Route A) or EW12 (for Route B).

If it is part time study that interests you, then you should fill in and send a part time application form directly to the Admissions Department at Middlesex University at the following address or by fax to 02084115649. Please refer to the instructions when completing your application (see the links on the main page).

If students satisfy the entry requirements, they will be asked to attend an interview, with a portfolio of recent art work and evidence of written work. 

